
2021 Election Details
District 3 Meeting
f	INCUMBENT: Ronny White
f CANDIDATE FILING PERIOD: July 7–16
f	MEETING DATE: 

Monday, July 26 at 6 p.m. 
f	MEETING LOCATION: 

No Man’s Land Senior Citizens Center, 515 
N.E. 15th Street, Guymon, Oklahoma 

District 4 Meeting
f	INCUMBENT: Beau Rapp
f	CANDIDATE FILING PERIOD: July 8–16
f MEETING DATE: 

Tuesday, July 27 at 6 p.m. 
f MEETING LOCATION: 

Hooker High School Auditorium, 301 
Broadway Street, Hooker, Oklahoma

District 9 Meeting
f	INCUMBENT: Richard Radcliff 
f	CANDIDATE FILING PERIOD: July 12–20
f	MEETING DATE: 

Thursday, July 29 at 6 p.m. 
f	MEETING LOCATION:

Forgan Community Building, S. Broadway 
and First Street, Forgan, Oklahoma

Local representatives from each of 
TCEC’s nine voting districts control 
TCEC democratically. Every year within 
30-60 days of the annual meeting, the 
cooperative holds district meetings for 
trustee elections. Three of the nine 
districts have a meeting each year. This 
way the trustee’s terms are staggered. 

Meeting notices will mail to members 
in the above districts on July 6. A quorum 
of 5% of the district’s members must be 

present for business to be conducted at 
the meeting. Those interested in fi ling for 
trustee candidacy should fi le in person at 
the TCEC offi  ce, 995 Mile 46 Road, Hooker. 
After completing the candidacy form, 
the candidate must then be certifi ed by 
TCEC’s board secretary. Please view the 
cooperative’s bylaws at www.tcec.coop/
bylaws or call 580-652-2418 and ask for 
CEO Zac Perkins if you have questions 
regarding trustee requirements.
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Vote to Elect Your 
TCEC Representative 
Three voting districts to have trustee elections in July

Illustration purposes only.
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Includes all areas 
served in Colorado 

and New Mexico
Includes all areas 
served in Kansas

Includes all areas 
served in Texas

District 4 Beau Rapp
District 5 Kyle Hawkins
District 6 Larry Dunn

District 7 Shawn Martinez
District 8 Marvin Headrick
District 9 Richard Radcli�

District 1 Randy Schreiner
District 2 Gayla James
District 3 Ronny White
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Energy Efficiency
T I P  O F  T H E  M O N T H
During summer months, run large appliances that emit 
heat (like clothes dryers and dishwashers) during the 
evening when it’s cooler. This will minimize indoor heat 
during the day when outdoor temperatures 
are highest. 

Electrical Safety
TIP OF THE MONTH
Keep your online accounts secure by using a 
password composed of a long string of characters. 
The more characters, the harder the password will 
be to break. Try using a passphrase: MyTC3C@
ccount1sSecureN0w!. Don’t use the same 
password across multiple sites. 
SOURCE: CONSUMERREPORTS.ORG

Generation Report
A P R I L  2 0 2 1
Solar and wind are 
part of the robust 
mix of renewable 
energy TCEC 
members receive.

48%
RENEWABLES

M E M B E R  M AT T E R S

Democratic 
Member Control B Y  Z A C  P E R K I N S ,  C E O

You elect your cooperative representative

Democratic member control is more than the second universal 
cooperative principle to TCEC, it’s a way of doing business. As a 
member of an electric cooperative, you can play a signifi cant role in 
deciding what happens at your local cooperative and within the co-
op associations with which it’s a�  liated. 

Cooperatives are democratic 
organizations governed by their members, 
all of whom are free to actively participate 
in setting policies and making decisions. The 
members’ elected representatives — the 
board of trustees — are accountable to the 
membership. At TCEC, all members have 
equal voting rights (one member, one vote). 

Most electric cooperatives hold annual 
meetings for their entire membership. 
At TCEC’s annual meeting, I give a report 
about the cooperative’s performance 
during the prior year and the direction we 
will take in the near future. 

Before the annual meeting, in 
accordance with the cooperative’s bylaws, 

members have the opportunity to shape 
and infl uence the governance of their 
cooperative by electing fellow members 
who will serve on the board of trustees.

The standard of one member, one vote, 
observed by each electric cooperative, 
assures every member an equal opportunity 
to infl uence the outcome of the board 
elections. Not every election is contested, 
but multi-candidate contests do occur 
throughout the cooperative world, showing 
principle 2 is alive and well.

It’s an example of democracy put fully 
into practice as people take time out of their 
busy lives to listen and have a say in their 
electric cooperative’s governance.

Know Before You Go
Understand how voting works before you attend a 
district meeting

You may be wondering if you’re a member 
of TCEC and how voting works when a 
trustee election occurs. Here are some 
items of note for you.

TCEC has three types of memberships: 
single, joint and business. As per the 
cooperative’s bylaws, each vote is per 
membership. If a member has multiple 
meters under one name, that person has 
one membership and one vote for the 
district of the primary meter.

If a member is unsure of the type of 
membership they have, they should call 
the TCEC offi  ce at 580-652-2418 during 
business hours 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-
Friday, to confi rm the type and make 
any changes at least two business days in 
advance of the district meeting.

Here are some things to know before 
you go to your district meeting:
fA quorum, 5% of the district’s 

membership, must be present for 
business to be conducted. In most cases, 
this is around 65 members.

fYour home, or primary account, must 
be in the district to be eligible to vote. 
Look at the top of the second page of 
your monthly electric bill to see which 
district you vote in.

fMultiple meters? You still only have one 
vote for the district of your primary 
account (meter).

fMembers must attend the meeting in 

DEMOCRATIC 
MEMBER CONTROL

Cooperatives are 
democratic organizations 
controlled by their 
members, who actively 
participate in setting policies 
and making decisions. The 
elected representatives are 
accountable to the membership. 
In primary co-ops, members 
have equal voting rights (one 
member, one vote) and co-ops 
at other levels are organized in a 
democratic manner.

TCEC LIVEWIRE JULY 2021

L I V E W I R E  F RO M  T R I - CO U N T Y  E L E C T R I C  CO O P E R AT I V E

OKL_JUL21_TCE.indd   2OKL_JUL21_TCE.indd   2 6/4/2021   8:17:37 AM6/4/2021   8:17:37 AM



Electrical Safety
TIP OF THE MONTH
Keep your online accounts secure by using a 
password composed of a long string of characters. 
The more characters, the harder the password will 
be to break. Try using a passphrase: MyTC3C@
ccount1sSecureN0w!. Don’t use the same 
password across multiple sites.  
SOURCE: CONSUMERREPORTS.ORG

M E M B E R  M AT T E R S

Democratic  
Member Control B Y  Z A C  P E R K I N S ,  C E O

You elect your cooperative representative

Our office will be closed on  
Monday, July 5, for the holiday.

Know Before You Go
Understand how voting works before you attend a 
district meeting

You may be wondering if you’re a member 
of TCEC and how voting works when a 
trustee election occurs. Here are some 
items of note for you.

TCEC has three types of memberships: 
single, joint and business. As per the 
cooperative’s bylaws, each vote is per 
membership. If a member has multiple 
meters under one name, that person has 
one membership and one vote for the 
district of the primary meter.

If a member is unsure of the type of 
membership they have, they should call 
the TCEC office at 580-652-2418 during 
business hours 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-
Friday, to confirm the type and make 
any changes at least two business days in 
advance of the district meeting.

Here are some things to know before 
you go to your district meeting:
	fA quorum, 5% of the district’s 
membership, must be present for 
business to be conducted. In most cases, 
this is around 65 members.
	fYour home, or primary account, must 
be in the district to be eligible to vote. 
Look at the top of the second page of 
your monthly electric bill to see which 
district you vote in.
	fMultiple meters? You still only have one 
vote for the district of your primary 
account (meter).
	fMembers must attend the meeting in 

person to vote. Proxy voting is  
not allowed.
	fOne vote per membership. If your 
membership is joint, you can share a 
single ballot or split your vote.
	fSometimes a second person is added 
to access an account but is not on the 
membership itself. This second person 
would not be eligible to vote or receive 
capital credits. Your meeting notice 
indicates below the barcode whether 
your membership is single or joint. A 
new service application is required to 
change your account type. Call TCEC at 
580-652-2418 for more information.
	f If the membership is non-residential, 
such as a business or a church, a voting 
delegate slip must be signed and 
presented at registration.
Bring the meeting notice you received 

in the mail to speed registration. If you 
forget, it’s OK. We can look up your 
membership at the meeting.

TCEC is member-driven and member-
governed. For more information, call 
580-652-2418, email info@tcec.coop or visit 
www.tcec.coop.

Don’t Fall Victim  
to Utility Scams
Scammers target millions of Americans every day 
through phone calls, emails, text messages, online, or in 
person. Scammers’ tactics can change daily, which is why 
consumers must stay on top of the latest scam reports 
from local and national news outlets, as well as your 
local utility companies.

Scammers commonly call and demand immediate 
payment and threaten to shut off your power. 
Remember, TCEC will never contact you and require 
immediate payment without notice. 

We want you to be aware of two trending scam 
tactics. One is the overpayment trick, where a scammer 
contacts you and claims that you have overpaid your 
utility bill. The scammer will say they need your personal 
banking information to deposit the credit back to your 
checking account. Don’t fall for this scam! If you make an 
overpayment on your electric bill, TCEC will automatically 
apply the credit to your account, which will carry over to 
your next billing cycle. 

Another trending scam is smishing (short for SMS 
phishing). Many consumers know to watch out for 
suspicious emails, but we tend to trust text messages sent 
to our smartphones. Always question suspicious texts, 
especially from someone claiming to represent a utility. 
TCEC will only send you important updates via text if 
you’ve signed up for our SmartHub notifications. Other 
types of scams abound. Always be alert for any red flags.

If a scammer targets you, take control of the situation 
with these tips: 
	fTAKE YOUR TIME. Utility scammers try to create a 
sense of urgency so that you’ll act fast and hand over 
personal information, especially over the phone. Take 
a moment to think about the situation before acting. 
	fBE SUSPICIOUS. Scammers typically request 
immediate payments through prepaid debit cards or 
third-party apps. Unusual requests like this should raise 
red flags. Remember, if the request seems strange and out 
of the ordinary, you’re likely talking to a scammer. 
	fCONFIRM BEFORE YOU ACT. If someone contacts 
you claiming to represent TCEC or another utility but 
you’re unsure, hang up the phone and call the utility 
directly. Call us at 580-652-2418 to verify the situation. 
Our increasingly connected world provides scammers 

with more opportunities to connect with unsuspecting 
consumers. Be vigilant, and please report any utility 
scams to TCEC so we can let others in our community 
know. Together, we can help prevent our friends and 
neighbors from being victimized.

DEMOCRATIC  
MEMBER CONTROL

Cooperatives are  
democratic organizations 
controlled by their  
members, who actively 
participate in setting policies  
and making decisions. The 
elected representatives are 
accountable to the membership. 
In primary co-ops, members 
have equal voting rights (one 
member, one vote) and co-ops 
at other levels are organized in a 
democratic manner.

Bring the meeting notice you 
received in the mail to 
speed registration. 
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C O - O P  C O N N E C T I O N S  S P OT L I G H T

Bank of the Panhandle 
A true community bank

Contact Us
TRI-COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
995 Mile 46 Road | P.O. Box 880
Hooker, Oklahoma 73945

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m. - 5 p.m., Monday - Friday
580-652-2418 | 800-522-3315
info@tcec.coop | www.tcec.coop

Board

RANDY SCHREINER
District 1

GAYLA JAMES
District 2

RONNY WHITE
District 3

BEAU RAPP
District 4

KYLE HAWKINS
District 5

LARRY DUNN
District 6

SHAWN MARTINEZ
District 7

MARVIN HEADRICK
District 8

RICHARD RADCLIFF
District 9

TCEC board meetings are typically the fourth Friday
of every month. The next meeting is JULY 23 AT 
10 A.M.

Payment Options
fAutoPay (Bank or credit card draft)

fPay As You Go (Prepay)

fOnline Bill Pay (www.tcec.coop)

fPay by Phone IVR (844-203-6547)

fPayment Drop Off  (Offi  ce in Hooker)

fPayment Kiosk Locations (www.tcec.coop/pay)

Operation Round Up

Accepting applications at 
www.tcec.coop/oru. 

JUNE 1 
TOTAL ASSETS 

$24,629.30 

TCEC FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS Win $100 in Main Street Bucks

As the featured Co-op Connections business in July, TCEC 
members who show their Co-op Connections membership card 
at Bank of the Panhandle can enter a drawing to win $100 in 
Main Street Bucks. No purchase is necessary.

Win $100 in Main Street Bucks
As the featured Co-op Connections business in July, TCEC 
members who show their Co-op Connections membership card 
at Bank of the Panhandle can enter a drawing to win $100 in 
Main Street Bucks. No purchase is necessary.

LEVI BICKFORD

ALISHA GRIFFITH

JILL JOHNSON

SHELBY ROCHE

BECKY JETT

MARLA HOUTZ

MELINDA VERES

EUGENE DAY

WHITNEY HAMPTON

Tellers stand ready 
to greet Bank of 
the Panhandle’s 
customers.

BANK OF THE PANHANDLE is a local 
community bank located in the center of 
Guymon on the corner of 12th and Main 
streets. Bank of the Panhandle has been 
a part of this community since 1976, 
celebrating 45 years of business. 

“We understand the importance 
of community banking,” said Paul 
Montgomery, the executive vice president 
and chief operating offi  cer at Bank of the 
Panhandle. “We believe our success comes 
from our community, so we should give 
back to our community through products, 
volunteering and monetary investments.”

You can see Bank of the Panhandle 
employees around town volunteering for 
civic groups, local boards, community 
clean-ups, and much more. 

“By being a small community bank, we 
tend to know and understand the needs 
of our customers and be prepared for 
any request that may come to us,” said 
Montgomery.

Bank of the Panhandle is a locally owned 
bank that off ers a broad range of deposit 
products for personal and business uses 
and agricultural, commercial, real estate 
and consumer loans. 

Bank of the Panhandle off ers the 
following products:
fChecking and Savings Accounts 
f IRAs and CDs
fBusiness, Home and Personal Loans

fDigital Banking Suite
Bank of the Panhandle has convenient, 

fl exible hours for its customers. The lobby 
and drive-thru are open Monday through 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. The 
drive-thru is open Saturdays from 8:30 a.m. 
until noon. 

Show your Co-op Connections 
membership card from TCEC at Bank of 
the Panhandle to receive a rate bump on 
new CDs.  

For More Information
Bank of the Panhandle
1223 N. Main Street
Guymon, Oklahoma 
580-338-2593
www.myBOPbank.com

Co-op Connections is Free
Show your Co-op Connections 
membership card from TCEC at 
participating local businesses to support 
them while saving money. 

Your Co-op Connections membership 
card was initially mailed to you by the 
cooperative. Can’t fi nd it? Download the 
Co-op Connections app on your phone 
and register as a TCEC member to use the 
free digital card in the app. TCEC brings 
you the Co-op Connections program as a 
free member benefi t. Learn more at 
www.tcec.coop/ccc.
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