
P U B L I S H E D  F O R  M E M B E R S  O F  T R I - C O U N T Y  E L E C T R I C  C O O P E R AT I V E

YO U T H  TO U R  D E L E G AT E S

Summer 2023
Brings Youth Trips
Applications now open for all-expenses-paid trips

Above: TCEC’s 
2022 Electric 
Cooperative Youth 
Tour delegates.

Left: One of TCEC’s 
delegates during 
2022 Energy Camp.

Summer 2023 may seem like a long time 
away as fall fades and winter approaches, 
but finding stellar delegates for youth 
trips takes time. We encourage all eligible 
students to apply for the summer youth 
trips from TCEC. Apply online at www.
tcec.coop/youth.

All told, the cooperative will select 11 
delegates for its youth trips. 
	fFOUR EIGHTH-GRADERS will go to 
Energy Camp in Hinton, Oklahoma. 
	fTHREE HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS will 
go to Washington, D.C., as part of the 
Electric Cooperative Youth Tour. 
	fTWO HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS 
will go to Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado, for the Cooperative Youth 
Leadership Camp. 
	fTWO HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS will 
be selected to attend the Youth 
Leadership Summit in Oklahoma 
City and will receive a $500 
scholarship, too.
The safety of our students and 

chaperones is our top priority. If trip 
coordinators believe that travel is unsafe, 
we will cancel the trips. In this case, we 
may ask delegates to participate in an 
alternate activity for an award.

If you know someone of the right 
age who attends school in the TCEC 
service territory, tell them about this 
extraordinary opportunity. Students will 
make friends that last a lifetime, while 
learning new leadership skills. 

TCEC pays for 
transportation, lodging, 
meals, and other incidental 
costs incurred with all trips. 
Students are responsible for 
souvenirs and extra personal 
items they may need.

Virtual tours of the trips 
and application details are 
online at www.tcec.coop/
youth. Summer will be here 
before you know it. Don’t 
delay; enter today!

Virtual tours of the trips and application details  
are online at www.tcec.coop/youth. 
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Is your home heating system ready for the winter chill? One 
of the easiest ways to keep your system running effi  ciently 
is to replace fi lters regularly. If your central air system has a 
furnace fi lter, it should be replaced about every 90 days. If your home is heated 
through warm-air registers, baseboard heaters or radiators, remember to clean 
regularly to boost effi  ciency. SOURCE: WWW.ENERGY.GOV

Plugging a portable generator into a wall outlet or 
using a permanent generator that does not meet code 
can feed power back into the grid without notice, 
which is known as backfeed. This is dangerous and can be 
deadly for lineworkers. If you’re using a permanent generator, be sure to 
notify TCEC of its location. SOURCE: SAFEELECTRICITY.ORG

M E M B E R  M AT T E R S

The Power of 
Preparation B Y  Z A C  P E R K I N S ,  C E O

As the winter weather season approaches, I want to remind 
members of our community about the power of preparation. 
While you don’t have to achieve a “doomsday prepper” level of 
preparedness, there are several practical steps you can take to 
keep yourself and your family safe. During a prolonged power 
outage or other emergencies, this means having enough food, 
water and supplies to last at least a few days. 

Even at a modest level, preparation can help reduce stress, 
anxiety and lessen the impact of an emergency event. We 
recommend starting with the basics. 

Here are general guidelines recommended by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency:
fAssemble a grab-and-go disaster kit. Include items like 

nonperishable food, water (one gallon per person, per day), 
diapers, batteries, fl ashlights, prescription medications, fi rst-
aid kit, battery-powered radio and phone chargers.

fDevelop a plan for communicating with family and friends 
(i.e., via text, social media, third party, etc.).

fHave some extra cash available; during a power outage, 
electronic card readers and cash machines may not work.

fStore important documents (birth certifi cates, property 
deeds, etc.) in a safe place away from home (for example, a 
bank safe deposit box).

fKeep neighbors and coworkers apprised of your 
emergency plans.

fFill your car with gas.
fOrganize your supplies, so they are together in an easily 

accessible location that family members know about.

Caring For Vulnerable Family Members 
If you have older family members or those with special needs, 
make sure they have enough medication and supplies for a few 
days. If they don’t live with you, arrange for a neighbor to check 
in on them. If a severe weather event is expected, consider having 
your relative stay with you if feasible, otherwise call them daily. 
If you have an infant or young children, make certain you have 
ample formula, diapers, medication and other supplies on hand 
to weather an outage lasting several days or more. 

Keeping Four-Legged Family Members Safe
For families with pets, having a plan in place in the event of 
a prolonged outage or an emergency will help reduce worry 
and stress, especially if you need to make a decision during an 
emergency. 
fBring pets indoors at the fi rst sign of a storm or other 

emergency. Pets can become disoriented and frightened 
during severe weather and may wander off  during an 
emergency.

fMicrochip your pet and ensure the contact information is 
up to date.

fStore pet medical records on a USB drive or in an easy-to-
remember location.

fCreate an emergency kit for pets (include shelf-safe food, 
bottled water, medications and other supplies).
At TCEC we care about your safety. Planning for an 

emergency today can give you more confi dence to deal with 
severe weather and potential outages in the future.

Proposed Bylaw Changes Pass
2022 TCEC Annual Meeting sees high turnout

TCEC held its annual membership meeting on Sept. 
22 at the Texas County Activity Center in Guymon. 
The quorum of 5% of the membership, which is 
600 members, was met during satellite voting by 
1:30 p.m. In all, 1,443 members registered. Many of 
those members and their guests attended the meal 
and business meeting in the evening. The meeting 
opened with the presentation of colors by the 
Guymon Fire Department Honor Guard, followed 
by the national anthem sung by TCEC employee 
Travis Boyd. 

TCEC Board President Shawn Martinez opened 
the meeting. TCEC’s legal counsel Dakota Lamb 
introduced the trustees and reported the proposed 
bylaw changes voting results. Five proposed bylaw 
changes were before the membership as one 
item, and they passed with 1,316 yes votes and 57 
no votes. After the business meeting concluded, 
TCEC gave away 30 prizes. TCEC member DANA 
TOMLINSON won the $500 Visa gift card grand prize.

Those who missed the meeting can view 
the recording on our website at www.tcec.
coop/22annualmeeting.

TCEC’s annual meeting took place on Sept. 22 at the Texas County Activity Center in Guymon.
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Plugging a portable generator into a wall outlet or 
using a permanent generator that does not meet code 
can feed power back into the grid without notice, 
which is known as backfeed. This is dangerous and can be 
deadly for lineworkers. If you’re using a permanent generator, be sure to 
notify TCEC of its location. SOURCE: SAFEELECTRICITY.ORG

Caring For Vulnerable Family Members 
If you have older family members or those with special needs, 
make sure they have enough medication and supplies for a few 
days. If they don’t live with you, arrange for a neighbor to check 
in on them. If a severe weather event is expected, consider having 
your relative stay with you if feasible, otherwise call them daily. 
If you have an infant or young children, make certain you have 
ample formula, diapers, medication and other supplies on hand 
to weather an outage lasting several days or more. 

Keeping Four-Legged Family Members Safe
For families with pets, having a plan in place in the event of 
a prolonged outage or an emergency will help reduce worry 
and stress, especially if you need to make a decision during an 
emergency. 
	fBring pets indoors at the first sign of a storm or other 
emergency. Pets can become disoriented and frightened 
during severe weather and may wander off during an 
emergency.
	fMicrochip your pet and ensure the contact information is 
up to date.
	fStore pet medical records on a USB drive or in an easy-to-
remember location.
	fCreate an emergency kit for pets (include shelf-safe food, 
bottled water, medications and other supplies).
At TCEC we care about your safety. Planning for an 

emergency today can give you more confidence to deal with 
severe weather and potential outages in the future.

Proposed Bylaw Changes Pass
2022 TCEC Annual Meeting sees high turnout

TCEC held its annual membership meeting on Sept. 
22 at the Texas County Activity Center in Guymon. 
The quorum of 5% of the membership, which is 
600 members, was met during satellite voting by 
1:30 p.m. In all, 1,443 members registered. Many of 
those members and their guests attended the meal 
and business meeting in the evening. The meeting 
opened with the presentation of colors by the 
Guymon Fire Department Honor Guard, followed 
by the national anthem sung by TCEC employee 
Travis Boyd. 

TCEC Board President Shawn Martinez opened 
the meeting. TCEC’s legal counsel Dakota Lamb 
introduced the trustees and reported the proposed 
bylaw changes voting results. Five proposed bylaw 
changes were before the membership as one 
item, and they passed with 1,316 yes votes and 57 
no votes. After the business meeting concluded, 
TCEC gave away 30 prizes. TCEC member DANA 
TOMLINSON won the $500 Visa gift card grand prize.

Those who missed the meeting can view 
the recording on our website at www.tcec.
coop/22annualmeeting.

Our o�  ces will be closed on 
Thursday, Nov. 24, and Friday, Nov. 25, in observance of the holiday. 

Clockwise from Top: Shawn Martinez, president of the TCEC Board 
of Trustees, opened the business meeting. TCEC CEO Zac Perkins 
gives a brief report during the meeting. TCEC CEO Zac Perkins (left) 
congratulates TCEC member Dana Tomlinson who won the $500 gift 
card grand prize. 

TCEC’s annual meeting took place on Sept. 22 at the Texas County Activity Center in Guymon.
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E N E RGY  S AV I N G  T I P S

Use These Tips to 
Save on Fall and 
Winter Bills
The following tips from www.energy.gov 
will save money and energy while helping 
you stay comfortable during the fall and 
winter months. Many of these tips can be 
used daily to increase your savings; others 
are simple and inexpensive actions you can 
take to ensure maximum savings through 
the winter.

If you haven’t already, conduct an energy 
assessment to determine where to save 
the most, and consider making a larger 
investment for long-term energy savings. 

Take Advantage of Heat from the Sun
	fOpen curtains on south-facing windows 
during the day to allow sunlight to 
naturally heat the home, and close 
them at night to reduce the chill from 
cold windows.
	fPlant deciduous trees on the south-
facing side of the home, especially in 
proximity to windows. They will let the 
light and warmth in the windows during 
the winter and shade the windows in 
the summer.

Cover Drafty Windows
	fUse a heavy-duty, clear plastic sheet on 
a frame or tape clear plastic film to the 
inside of window frames during the cold 
winter months. Make sure the plastic 
is sealed tightly to the frame to help 
reduce infiltration.
	f Install tight-fitting, insulating drapes or 
shades on windows that feel drafty after 
weatherizing.

Adjust the Temperature
	fWhen you are home and awake, set the 
thermostat as low as is comfortable.
	fWhen you are asleep or out of the 
house, turn the thermostat back to 
save as much as 10% a year on your 
heating and cooling bills. A smart or 
programmable thermostat can make 

it easy to set back your temperature. 
But make sure the temperature is 
comfortable for pets!
	f If you have a heat pump, maintain a 
moderate setting or use a programmable 
thermostat specially designed for use 
with heat pumps.

Find and Seal Leaks
	fSeal air leaks around utility cut-throughs 
for pipes (plumbing penetrations), gaps 
around chimneys and recessed lights in 
insulated ceilings, and unfinished spaces 
behind cupboards and closets.
	fAdd caulk or weatherstripping to seal air 
leaks around leaky doors and windows. 

Maintain Your Heating Systems
	fSchedule routine service for home 
heating systems.
	fReplace furnace and heat pump filters 
once a month or as needed.
	fRegularly clean the flue vent of wood 
and pellet burning heaters and clean the 
inside of the appliance with a wire brush 
periodically to ensure that it is heating 
efficiently.

Lower Water Heating Costs
	fKeep the temperature of the water 
heater to the warm setting (120 F). This 
will not only save energy, but it will also 
help avoid scalding.

Lower Holiday Lighting Costs
	fUse light-emitting diode — or LED 
— holiday light strings to reduce the 
cost of decorating the home for the 
winter holidays.
For more tips and information on how to 

request an energy inquiry, visit our website 
at www.tcec.coop/save.

Contact Us
TRI-COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
995 Mile 46 Road | P.O. Box 880
Hooker, Oklahoma 73945

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday
580-652-2418 | 800-522-3315
info@tcec.coop | www.tcec.coop

Board

RANDY SCHREINER 
District 1

GAYLA JAMES 
District 2

RONNY WHITE 
District 3

BEAU RAPP 
District 4

KYLE HAWKINS 
District 5

LARRY DUNN 
District 6

SHAWN MARTINEZ 
District 7

MARVIN HEADRICK 
District 8

RICHARD RADCLIFF 
District 9

TCEC board meetings are typically the fourth  
Friday of every month. The next meeting is  
FRIDAY, NOV. 18, AT 10 A.M.

Payment Options
	fAutoPay (Bank or credit card draft)

	fPay As You Go (Prepay)

	fOnline Bill Pay (www.tcec.coop)

	fPay by Phone IVR (844-203-6547)

	fPayment Drop Off (Office in Hooker)

	fPayment Kiosk Locations (www.tcec.coop/pay)

Operation Round Up
Accepting applications at 
www.tcec.coop/oru. 

OCTOBER 1  
TOTAL ASSETS  
$43,699.06

TCEC FOUNDATION  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
LEVI BICKFORD

ALISHA GRIFFITH

JILL JOHNSON

SHELBY ROCHE

BECKY JETT

MARLA HOUTZ

MELINDA VERES

EUGENE DAY

WHITNEY HAMPTON

Weatherizing your home helps you save 
money by saving energy, and it can also 
improve the comfort of your home.
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