
Back on the Rack off ers:
Baby and Newborn
fClothes
fDiaper bags

fFootwear
fPack ‘n play

fStrollers
fSwings

Boys and Girls
fToddlers
fPre-teens

fCoats
fFootwear

fToys

Men and Women
fAccessories, 

jewelry, 
sunglasses

fCasual wear
fCoats
fDress wear

fFootwear
fFormal wear
fHandbags

Luxury Brands
fBurberry
fCabi
fDior

fGucci
fKate Spade
fLouis Vuitton

fMatilda Jane
fMichael Kors
fPrada

P U B L I S H E D  F O R  M E M B E R S  O F  T R I - C O U N T Y  E L E C T R I C  C O O P E R AT I V E

C O - O P  C O N N E C T I O N S

Back on the Rack
BACK ON THE RACK opened under the 
name Merry Go Round March 2, 2013, in 
a 12 by 12-foot room. The business has 
grown into the current 12,000-square-
foot store front on 120 N.W. 10th Street 
in Guymon. Back on the Rack sells and 
consigns high-end and gently used name-
brand clothing and accessories for the 
entire family from newborn through plus 
size as well as maternity. Other items sold 
and consigned consist of kid gear (swings, 
car seats, bouncers, strollers, etc.) and 
children’s furniture and toys.

MELISSA BURNS, owner, started the 
business to resell her children’s high-end, 
name-brand clothes they had outgrown. 
Soon her friends asked her if she would 
sell their kids’ clothes. When adults asked 
to bring their clothes in, Melissa decided 
to rebrand the business as Back on the 
Rack. Clothes are shipped in from all over 
the United States. 

For More Information
BACK ON THE RACK
120 N.W. 10th Street
Guymon, Oklahoma 73942 

580-461-5062
botrupscaleresale@gmail.com
Hours: Wednesday–Friday from Noon-6 
p.m., Saturday from 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

TCEC members who show their Co-op 
Connections membership card before 
purchase receive 10% off  purchase and 
receive double Belly rewards.

Co-op Connections is Free
Your Co-op Connections membership 
card was initially mailed to you by the 
cooperative. Download the Co-op 
Connections mobile app and register as 
a TCEC member to use the free digital 
card. Co-op Connections is a member 
benefi t TCEC brings to you as part of our 
commitment to community.

Win a $100
Gift Card

Show your Co-op Connections membership card or the mobile 
app at Back on the Rack to enter a drawing to win a $100 gift card 
during June.

Win a $100
Gift Card

Melissa Burns, owner of Back on the 
Rack, is off ering 10% off  purchase 
and double Belly rewards for Co-op 
Connections cardholders.
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If you’re looking to add smart technology to your home, consider 
smart plugs. Smart plugs are inexpensive and can be used to 
control lighting and other electronic devices through a smart 
phone app. 

Prevent electric shock drowning by ensuring there is GFCI 
protection on underwater lighting circuits, as well as 
lighting around pools, hot tubs and spas.

M E M B E R  M AT T E R S

10-Year Rate Plan 
Approved by Trustees B Y  Z A C  P E R K I N S ,  C E OB Y  Z A C  P E R K I N S ,  C E O

As a member of TCEC, you have a vested interest in our cooperative. Our fi nancials in 
2021 remained stable. By monitoring our operating cash fl ow and acting on the shifting 
interest rate environment, we were able to keep long-term debt fl at and maintain 
advantageous interest rates.

Winter Storm Uri, also known as “The February 2021 
Weather Event,” was our biggest challenge in 2021. 
Financially, it will take a decade or more to recover. 

It may seem in the distant past for many of you, but 
the 2017 January ice storm and May blizzard devastated 
the cooperative. We will continue rebuilding our system 
for at least one more year. While we continue to meet 
project milestones, we are starting to feel the impact 
of the ongoing supply chain issues and infl ationary 
pressures. However, we are still currently on target and 
within the budget. 

We continue to see increasing generation and 
transmission costs for energy. Natural gas is the 
baseload generation for our area, and its price has 
doubled in the last year.

In 2021, TCEC commissioned an independent cost-of-
service study, which determined that the residential and 
general service rate classes are underperforming in the 
recovery of fi xed costs. The study refl ected a justifi able 
member-related fi xed cost of providing service above 
$50 per meter per month. 

We’re a not-for-profi t, cost-driven organization. 
Your TCEC board approved a 10-year rate plan in April 

to address the recovery of fi xed costs. Rather than 
increasing the charge all at once, the change will be 
gradual and adjusted as needed.

The rate plan outlines an approach to adjusting 
the service availability charge on your bill each year, 
beginning in January 2023. For example, the service 
availability charge for residential single-phase service will 
change from $22.50 in January 2023 to $24.50. The board 
will review the rate plan annually to determine whether 
to continue to adjust the fi xed charges.

Adjusting the fi xed cost portion of the tariff  allows 
TCEC to keep the energy part of your electric bill 
as stable as possible. However, other rate pressures 
still exist and might cause changes outside of 
those planned. 

One of the benefi ts of being a cooperative 
member is that rates are set locally by your elected 
representatives on the board of trustees. Your trustees 
are looking out for the best interests of the members 
they serve.

We will continue to work diligently to contain costs 
and keep our rates aff ordable for the membership while 
delivering the excellent quality of service you expect. 

WARNING 
Signs on Utility Poles Can Cause Harm
In the summer, we often see utility poles littered with fl yers for garage sales, 
signs looking for lost pets, or an upcoming community event. While it may 
seem like a harmless act, with no malice intended, these little pieces of 
paper can create dangerous conditions for utility workers and are illegal in 
many areas.

Utility workers are tasked with climbing those same utility poles to work 
around power lines that carry 7,200 or more volts of electricity. Objects 
such as staples or nails embedded in the pole can lead to the utility worker 
snagging or getting a hole in their gloves. Those gloves are meant to insulate 
workers from high voltage and protect them from being electrocuted.

Hunting stands and basketball hoops are other items that have been found 
attached to utility poles. It is extremely dangerous for utility workers, yourself 
and anyone who uses these items. Satellite dishes should also never be in-
stalled on a utility pole.

There’s also a public safety risk that comes with posting signs and other 
items on utility poles. Nails, staples and other materials put into wooden util-
ity poles can cause poles to deteriorate more quickly. This can reduce their 
structural integrity and stability, increasing the risk of the pole falling over 
when struck by a vehicle.

“Fallen poles mean power outages, which at the very least are an inconve-
nience,” says Molly Hall, executive director of the Energy Education Council. 
“Utilities must spend valuable resources on repairing or replacing damaged 
utility poles.” 

Downed lines also create dangers for pedestrians and motorists. If you see 
a downed power line stay away and call 911.

Keep yourself and those in your community safe by not posting or hanging 
anything on utility poles. Find other alternatives to post in your community, 
such as yard stakes or online community groups.

For more information on electrical safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.
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Prevent electric shock drowning by ensuring there is GFCI 
protection on underwater lighting circuits, as well as 
lighting around pools, hot tubs and spas.

WARNING 
Signs on Utility Poles Can Cause Harm
In the summer, we often see utility poles littered with fl yers for garage sales, 
signs looking for lost pets, or an upcoming community event. While it may 
seem like a harmless act, with no malice intended, these little pieces of 
paper can create dangerous conditions for utility workers and are illegal in 
many areas.

Utility workers are tasked with climbing those same utility poles to work 
around power lines that carry 7,200 or more volts of electricity. Objects 
such as staples or nails embedded in the pole can lead to the utility worker 
snagging or getting a hole in their gloves. Those gloves are meant to insulate 
workers from high voltage and protect them from being electrocuted.

Hunting stands and basketball hoops are other items that have been found 
attached to utility poles. It is extremely dangerous for utility workers, yourself 
and anyone who uses these items. Satellite dishes should also never be in-
stalled on a utility pole.

There’s also a public safety risk that comes with posting signs and other 
items on utility poles. Nails, staples and other materials put into wooden util-
ity poles can cause poles to deteriorate more quickly. This can reduce their 
structural integrity and stability, increasing the risk of the pole falling over 
when struck by a vehicle.

“Fallen poles mean power outages, which at the very least are an inconve-
nience,” says Molly Hall, executive director of the Energy Education Council. 
“Utilities must spend valuable resources on repairing or replacing damaged 
utility poles.” 

Downed lines also create dangers for pedestrians and motorists. If you see 
a downed power line stay away and call 911.

Keep yourself and those in your community safe by not posting or hanging 
anything on utility poles. Find other alternatives to post in your community, 
such as yard stakes or online community groups.

For more information on electrical safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.

GARY BARNES has been a service 
technician at TCEC for 37 years 
in the Balko and Bryan’s Corner 
areas. The members he serves 
have become friends, and he has 
grown to know them well. Thank 
you, Gary, for your continuous 
hard work and dedication to 
TCEC. Scan the code above with 
your mobile device’s camera to 
visit our website for a brief video 
and article.

Keep yourself and those in your 
community safe by not posting or 
hanging anything on utility poles. 
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Contact Us
TRI-COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
995 Mile 46 Road | P.O. Box 880
Hooker, Oklahoma 73945

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday
580-652-2418 | 800-522-3315
info@tcec.coop | www.tcec.coop

Board

RANDY SCHREINER 
District 1

GAYLA JAMES 
District 2

RONNY WHITE 
District 3

BEAU RAPP 
District 4

KYLE HAWKINS 
District 5

LARRY DUNN 
District 6

SHAWN MARTINEZ 
District 7

MARVIN HEADRICK 
District 8

RICHARD RADCLIFF 
District 9

TCEC board meetings are typically the fourth  
Friday of every month. The next meeting is  
FRIDAY, JUNE 24, AT 10 A.M.

Payment Options
	fAutoPay (Bank or credit card draft)

	fPay As You Go (Prepay)

	fOnline Bill Pay (www.tcec.coop)

	fPay by Phone IVR (844-203-6547)

	fPayment Drop Off (Office in Hooker)

	fPayment Kiosk Locations (www.tcec.coop/pay)

Operation Round Up
Accepting applications 
at www.tcec.coop/oru. 

MAY 1  
TOTAL ASSETS  
$42,440.34 

TCEC FOUNDATION  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
LEVI BICKFORD

ALISHA GRIFFITH

JILL JOHNSON

SHELBY ROCHE

BECKY JETT

MARLA HOUTZ

MELINDA VERES

EUGENE DAY

WHITNEY HAMPTON

Your Change Adds Up
Operation Round Up program funds seven  
local charitable projects
The independent TCEC 
Foundation Board of Directors 
met on April 13 and disbursed 
$16,350 to seven local 
organizations that applied for 
funds in the first quarter of 
2022. The board also elected 
to donate an extra $10,000 
to fire departments in Beaver 
County due to the grass fire in 
early April that burned more 
than 20,000 acres.

The organizations and 
programs funded are 
listed below. 
	f$3,000 to HOOKER MEAL 
DELIVERY for an upright 
freezer and supplies.
	f$2,650 to ELKHART LIONS 
CLUB to recondition and 
maintain the Scout Hut.
	f$1,500 to the TEXHOMA 
MINISTRY ALLIANCE for the food pantry.
	f$2,700 to SEVEN DAYS OF BROADWAY 
summer camps.
	f$1,000 to SUBLIME SANCTUARY for construction 
and shelter.
	f$4,500 to the FORGAN FIRE DEPARTMENT for 
wildland gear and/or pump.
	f$1,000 to the LIBERAL DESK AND DERRICK CLUB for 
programs in Oklahoma Panhandle Schools.
If you would like to make a one-time donation 

to Operation Round Up instead of or in addition to 
rounding up your electric bill, make a check payable 
to the “TCEC Foundation” with Operation Round 
Up in the memo line and mail it to TCEC, PO Box 
880, Hooker, OK 73945. Alternately, you can use the 
Operation Round Up page in SmartHub to change your contribution options. To learn 
more, contact TCEC at memberservice@tcec.coop or 580-652-2418.

TCEC established the Operation Round Up program for several reasons. First, one of 
TCEC’s core values is Commitment to Community. Second, the Seventh Cooperative 
Principle is Concern for Community. Third, TCEC’s mission is to safely power our 
communities with innovation, accountability and integrity — every member, every time. 
Together, we do more than we can alone.

The TCEC Foundation Board of Directors meets quarterly to review applications for 
the Operation Round Up program and disburse funds. Applications are due July 1 for 
consideration at the next meeting on July 13. If you know of a need, encourage the 
charitable organization to apply at tcec.coop/oru.

Sublime Sanctuary CPO (Chief Puppy Officer)/Founder 
Michelle Baker (left) and CEO/Founder Paul Baker accept a 
donation to be used for construction and shelter.

Camp Director Kasey Boyd 
accepts a donation for Seven Days 
of Broadway, which will use the 
funds for construction supplies 
for two summer camp sessions. 
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