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Bank of the Panhandle
For Bank of the Panhandle, success comes 
from community involvement. Their 
employees invest more than 100 volunteer 
hours per month. 

“One of the things I like about working 
here is we are constantly involved in the 
community,” says Bank of the Panhandle 
Lender Trey Fankhouser. “Whether it is 
being involved in Pioneer Days, grilling for 
OPSU and other events throughout the 
community and helping organizations.” 

The bank has been in business since 
1976, celebrating over 45 years of serving 
the community. It offers deposit products, 
consumer and commercial loans. The loan 
team has experience in farming and ranch-
ing to help with your agriculture needs. 
You will get attentive, friendly service from 
start to finish with flexible banking hours. 
They make banking easy in person or 
through their mobile app.

TCEC members who show their CO-OP 
CONNECTIONS MEMBERSHIP CARD OR 

MOBILE APP CAN RECEIVE A RATE BUMP 
ON NEW CDS. If you have questions about 
banking or need to open an account with 
Bank of the Panhandle, give them a call or 
swing by their office.

For More Information
Bank of the Panhandle 
1223 N. Main Street
Guymon, Oklahoma 73942
Hours: Lobby and drive-thru Monday-
Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Drive-thru only – Saturday from 8:30 
a.m. to noon

Co-op Connections is Free
Your Co-op Connections membership card 
was initially mailed to you by the coopera-
tive. Download the Co-op Connections mo-
bile app and register as a TCEC member to 
use the free digital card. Co-op Connections 
is a member benefit TCEC brings to you as 
part of our commitment to community.

Banking Services
Deposits Personal and Business
	fmyBOP Personal and 
Rewards Checking
	fmyBOP Certificates of 
Deposit (CDs)

	fmyBOP 
Business Checking

Savings Personal and Business
	fmyBOPSavings
	fmyBOP Money 
Market Account
	fmyBOP Individual 
Retirement 
Accounts (IRAs)
	fmyBOP Health Savings 
Accounts (HSAs)

	fmyBOP Business Savings
	fmyBOP Business 
Money Market
	fmyBOP Business 
Certificate of Deposit
	fmyBOP Business 
Retirement Accounts

Loans Personal and Business
	fPersonal
	fAuto
	fHome Equity and 
Home Mortgage
	fBusiness Term Loans
	fBusiness Lines of Credit
	fCommercial Real 
Estate Loans
	fSmall Business 
Administration 
(SBA) Loans

	fOther Services Personal 
and Business
	fDigital Banking
	fMobile Wallet
	fMastercard Debit Cards
	fFull FDIC insurance
	fSafe Deposit Boxes
	fWire Transfers
	fAutomated Clearing 
House (ACH)
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Win $100 in 
Main Bucks
Show your Co-op 
Connections membership card or the 
mobile app at the Bank of the Panhandle to enter a 
drawing to win $100 in Main Street Bucks during July.

Bank of the Panhandle’s staff gives attentive, 
friendly service from start to finish

Colter Headrick, assistant vice president (left) 
and Trey Fankhouser, lender, are ready to assist 
you with your lending needs. 
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If you’re looking to add smart technology to your home, 
consider smart plugs. Smart plugs are inexpensive and can be 
used to control lighting and other electronic devices through a 
smartphone app. 

Prevent electric shock drowning by ensuring there is GFCI 
protection on underwater lighting circuits, as well as 
lighting around pools, hot tubs and spas.

M E M B E R  M AT T E R S

Democratic  
Member Control B Y  Z A C  P E R K I N S ,  C E O

Trustee elections coming soon

Local representatives from each of TCEC’s nine voting 
districts control TCEC democratically. Every year within 
30-60 days of the annual meeting, the cooperative 
holds district meetings for trustee elections. Three of 
the nine districts have a meeting each year allowing 
the trustees’ terms to be staggered. 

Democracy is based on the principle of “one person, 
one vote.” This means that everyone has an equal say. 
Cooperative organizations were founded on this same 
principle of democracy. Members have a say in how 
the cooperative is run and elect trustees to represent 
them. I encourage you to participate in your local 

electric cooperative and attend the district meetings 
to vote for your trustee in August.

Those interested in filing for trustee candidacy 
should file in person at the TCEC office, 995 Mile 
46 Road in Hooker. Filing periods are included in 
the meeting notices and are listed with the meeting 
information on the next page. After completing 
the candidacy form, the candidate must then be 
certified by TCEC’s board secretary. Please view the 
cooperative’s bylaws at tcec.coop/bylaws or call 
580-652-2418 and ask for me if you have questions 
regarding trustee requirements.

Any TCEC member can attend any district meeting. 
However, only members with their primary meter in 
that district are eligible to vote. A quorum of 5% of 
the district’s members must be present for business to 
be conducted. If a quorum is not present, an election 
will not take place and the incumbent trustee will 
continue serving the district as per the TCEC bylaws.

TCEC has three types of memberships: single, 
joint and business. As per the cooperative’s bylaws, 
each vote is per membership. If a member has 
multiple meters under one name, that person has 
one membership and one vote for the district of the 
primary meter.

If a membership is joint, the members may choose 
to submit a single vote or a split vote. If a membership 
is for a business, a voting delegate slip must be signed 
and returned at meeting registration.

If a member is unsure of the type of membership 

TCEC has three types of memberships: single, joint and 
business. As per the cooperative’s bylaws, each vote is per 
membership. If a member has multiple meters under one 
name, that person has one membership and one vote for 
the district of the primary meter.
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Democracy is the lifeblood of our society and cooperatives 
are unique because they reflect this value. That’s why it’s so 
important to get involved in your local electric cooperative. 

they have, they should call the TCEC office 
at 580-652-2418 during business hours 8 
a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday, to confirm 
the type and make any changes at least 
two business days in advance of the 
district meeting.

Here are some things to know before 
you go to your district meeting:
	fA quorum, 5% of the district’s 
membership, must be present for 
business to be conducted. In most cases, 
this is around 65 members per district.
	fYour home, or primary account, must 
be in the district to be eligible to vote. 
Look at the top of the second page of 
your monthly electric bill to see which 
district you vote in.
	fMultiple meters? You still only have one 
vote for the district of your primary 
account (meter).
	fMembers must attend the meeting 
in person to vote. Proxy voting is 
not allowed.
	fOne vote per membership. If your 
membership is joint, you can share a 
single ballot or split your vote.

	fSometimes a second person is added 
to access an account but is not on the 
membership itself. This second person 
would not be eligible to vote or receive 
capital credits. Your meeting notice 
indicates below the barcode whether 
your membership is single or joint. A 
new service application is required to 
change your account type. Call TCEC at 
580-652-2418 for more information.
	f If the membership is non-residential, 
such as a business or a church, a 
delegate slip must be signed and 
presented at registration.
	fBring the meeting notice you received 
in the mail to speed registration. If you 
forget, it’s okay. We can look up your 
membership at the meeting.
Democracy is the lifeblood of our 

society and cooperatives are unique 
because they reflect this value. That’s 
why it’s so important to get involved 
in your local electric cooperative. So 
please, get involved and make your 
voice heard. Together, we can keep our 
cooperative strong.

District Meeting 
SCHEDULE
District 2 Meeting 
Monday, Aug. 15, 
2022, 6 p.m. 
Meeting 
registration closes 
at 6:15 p.m.
East Main 
Events, 117 E. 
Main St., Boise 
City, Oklahoma
INCUMBENT: 
GAYLA JAMES
NOTICE MAILS: 
July 26, 2022
FILING PERIOD: 
July 26-Aug. 5, 2022
QUORUM 
ESTIMATE: 64

District 6 Meeting 
Tuesday, Aug. 16, 2022, 6 p.m. 
Meeting registration closes at 6:15 p.m.
Morton County Civic Center, 400 E. 
Orchard St., Elkhart, Kansas
INCUMBENT: LARRY DUNN
NOTICE MAILS: July 26, 2022
FILING PERIOD: July 27-Aug. 5, 2022
QUORUM ESTIMATE: 67

District 8 Meeting 
Thursday, Aug. 18, 2022, 6 p.m. 
Meeting registration closes at 6:15 p.m.
Turpin School Cafeteria, 316 S. Lee, 
Turpin, Oklahoma 
INCUMBENT: MARVIN HEADRICK
NOTICE MAILS: July 26, 2022
FILING PERIOD: July 29-Aug. 8, 2022
QUORUM ESTIMATE: 66

Annual Meeting  
Thursday, Sept. 22, 2022 
Meeting registration closes at 6 p.m. 
Texas County Activity Center 
402 N. Sunset Lane, Guymon, Oklahoma
REGISTRATION & MEAL: 5:30 p.m. 
BUSINESS MEETING: 6 p.m. 
NOTICE MAILS: Sept. 2, 2022

The TCEC office will be closed to observe Independence Day on Monday, July 4. As always, 
our personnel will be on standby. To report an outage, please use SmartHub or call 580-

652-2418. Our phone line is answered 24/7. Have a safe and happy fourth!

Our office will be closed 
on Monday, July 4, 

for the holiday.

Mark Your 
Calendars!

AUGUST

15-18
TCEC District 

Meetings
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Contact Us
TRI-COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
995 Mile 46 Road | P.O. Box 880
Hooker, Oklahoma 73945

OFFICE HOURS
8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday
580-652-2418 | 800-522-3315
info@tcec.coop | www.tcec.coop

Board

RANDY SCHREINER 
District 1

GAYLA JAMES 
District 2

RONNY WHITE 
District 3

BEAU RAPP 
District 4

KYLE HAWKINS 
District 5

LARRY DUNN 
District 6

SHAWN MARTINEZ 
District 7

MARVIN HEADRICK 
District 8

RICHARD RADCLIFF 
District 9

TCEC board meetings are typically the fourth  
Friday of every month. The next meeting is  
FRIDAY, JULY 22, AT 10 A.M.

Payment Options
	fAutoPay (Bank or credit card draft)

	fPay As You Go (Prepay)

	fOnline Bill Pay (www.tcec.coop)

	fPay by Phone IVR (844-203-6547)

	fPayment Drop Off (Office in Hooker)

	fPayment Kiosk Locations (www.tcec.coop/pay)

Operation Round Up
Accepting applications 
at www.tcec.coop/oru. 

JUNE 1  
TOTAL ASSETS  
$39,444.74

TCEC FOUNDATION  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
LEVI BICKFORD

ALISHA GRIFFITH

JILL JOHNSON

SHELBY ROCHE

BECKY JETT

MARLA HOUTZ

MELINDA VERES

EUGENE DAY

WHITNEY HAMPTON

Avoid Shady Solar Scams
Questions to ask before signing up for solar
Consumers across the nation, includ-
ing TCEC members, have fallen victim to 
disreputable rooftop solar vendors. TCEC 
asks members to contact the cooperative 
for information about solar power. We can 
give you the information required to make 
the best decision for your energy needs. 

Some questions to consider when navi-
gating the decision to install solar are:

Do you own your home?
Solar is an investment. If you are a renter, 
a solar installation may not be possible or 
the best financial investment. Community 
solar may be a better option.

How much sun is in my area?
Homes with south-facing exposure and 
minimal shading offer the best solar 
potential.

What condition is your roof in?
Is your roof new or less than five years 
old? If not, a roof replacement may be in 
order before a rooftop solar installation.

How much solar do I need? 
The average home system produces be-
tween 4-10 kilowatts per day. Our member 
service representatives can help determine 
the optimal system size for you.

How much does solar cost? 
The average home system costs between 
$3,000 and $5,000 per kilowatt, or upwards 
of $50,000.

What are your goals for solar? 
Know why you are considering solar. Is it 
to save money? Do you want to go off 
the grid? Or do you simply want to be 
more green?

Will rooftop solar eliminate my 
power bill? 
In most cases, the answer is no. While 
TCEC has a distributed generation program, 
we do not offer net metering.

What is the community 
solar option? 
TCEC offers a program that allows mem-
bers to subscribe to a community solar 
array located at our facility and receive 
a credit on their monthly bill for the en-
ergy produced.

Learn more about things to know 
when considering solar for the home by 
visiting tcec.coop/solar. If you’re talking 
to a solar vendor and want to know how 
TCEC’s interconnection agreement works, 
please email our member service team at 
memberservice@tcec.coop. 

Get the facts before signing a 
solar agreement for your home. 
Call TCEC at 580-652-2418 or email 
memberservice@tcec.coop. 
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